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Message From The
Head of School
One of the joys of teaching at a school like
Oroville Christian is the opportunity for
students to take what they learn in one
area and apply it another.
The
educational world calls that synthesis the process of combining sources to
create an understanding. It’s a fancy word

for something you do quite often. When a big news story comes
out you might read about it in an article, hear about it from a
friend, and watch a story about it on the news. You then combine
different sources of information to create meaning. That is
synthesizing information. In a Biblical sense, we might use the term discernment.

We find throughout the Bible the distinction between knowledge
and wisdom. At its core, the book of Proverbs can be
summarized in chapter 1 verse 7 which states: The fear of the
LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom
and instruction. Here we see a clear distinction between
knowledge – the accumulation of facts or data – and wisdom
– the right use or exercise of knowledge
Princeton Professor Robert P. George often tells of a question he
asks his students that brings to light this distinction. If you had
been born before the Civil War, would you have accepted slavery,
or opposed it? Nearly every student quickly answers that they
would have opposed slavery and would have worked tirelessly to
dismantle it. “Of course, this is nonsense.” George writes: “Only
the tiniest fraction of them, or any of us, would have spoken up
against slavery or lifted a finger to free the slaves.”
If he’s going to believe those students who claim the moral high
ground, George demands that they show evidence of how they
have stood, today in some context, for an unpopular victim of
injustice, knowing that, as a result of their moral witness, they
would lose standing with their peers, be loathed and ridiculed by
powerful people and institutions, abandoned by some of their
friends, called nasty names, and denied valuable professional
opportunities.
As we embark upon a new school year, it is our passion to help
the students at OCS grow in the knowledge and understanding of
God, His world, and others, so that they may become the men
and women of God He intends them to be.
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect.” Romans 12:2
Soli Deo Gloria.
Mark Bates

Important Dates
Friday, Sep 2 - Chapel, 8:40 am
Monday, Sep 5 - NO SCHOOL—Labor Day
Tuesday, Sep 13 - PTPF Meeting, 6 pm
Friday, Sep 9 - Chapel (Miss Long’s class), 8:40 am
Thursday, Sep 15 - OCS Board Meeting, 6 pm
Friday, Sep 16 - Chapel, 8:40 am
Thursday, Sep 22 - Ice Cream Social (grades 1-4), 5 pm
Friday, Sep 23 - Chapel (8th grade), 8:40 am
Tuesday, Sep 27 - Picture Day
Wednesday, Sep 28 - Progress Reports
Thursday-Friday, Sep 29-30 - NO SCHOOL—ParentTeacher Conferences

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he
will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6
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